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How has it come about that within thejshort space
of less than twenty-five years such change? have taken
place ? Why have the foundations of Western civiliza-.
tion begun to slip and sink, so that, unless we are quick
and bold in our building, the whole structure may
come down in ruins ? What had we best do to avert
that disaster ?

It is the purpose of this small book to offer some
answers to these questions. Its alternative title might be:
" The How and Why of 1914-1937, together with some
suggestions as to what to do next."

HI
The records available of what has occurred during the
period we are about to examine are so voluminous, and
the events in many cases are so recent, that unless we
are careful we shall rapidly lose ourselves in a jungle of
detail as we advance in our survey of the territory whose
main features we intend to map. As some safeguard
against this danger it will be advisable to break up the
1914-1937 time-space into periods of more manageable
proportions, and fortunately for our purpose there have
been several very definite turning-points in the march of
events since 1914,
We can distinguish at least four fairly clearly defined
periods, and, as we shall see, there are some reasons for
supposing that in the year 1937 the world was approach-
ing the end of the fourth period and on the threshold of
its successor.
In each of these periods the fundamental problems of
a world unified for better or worse by the rapid develop- ,